History of
National Bank Building | 900 Princess Anne Street, Fredericksburg, VA

The bank building was commissioned by The Farmers Bank of Fredericksburg in 1819
and completed in 1820 by the builders Robert and George Ellis. It is located at the
corner of a very prominent intersection shared by three other very prominent properties:
St. George’s Episcopal Church, the Presbyterian Church, and Old City Hall. The
building’s architectural elements are those of a very pronounced Federal Style, one of
the finest and most comprehensive examples in all of Virginia. The front portion of the
main floor has been used for retail banking since its construction nearly 200 years ago.
Rooms in the rear and on the 2nd floor were used to house the bank’s cashiers and
their families until 1920.

The first family to occupy these areas of the building was the Herndon’s. Their children
went on to become quite famous. The most notable was Captain William Lewis Herndon
for which Herndon, VA is named. Captain Herndon is regarded as the Navy’s greatest
peace-time hero. One of the later families to occupy the building was the Ware family
who famously held John Washington and his family as slaves. John Washington grew
up in the building and later wrote a memoir of his time that is regarded as one of the
best and most complete accounts from a slave. He spent 24 years living in the building
tending to the needs and wants of the family. His room was likely where the bathrooms
are now on the 2nd floor.

During the Civil War Union occupation of Fredericksburg the building was used as a
headquarters by numerous Union leaders, most notably, General Marsena Patrick.
According to numerous historical sources, prior to the Battle of Fredericksburg, in the
spring of 1862, President Abraham Lincoln visited the building and may have even
addressed the troops and citizens from the building’s steps.
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